In the title compound, [Cu(C 11 H 11 NO 4 
)(H 2 O)]ÁH 2 O, each Cu
II ion is four-coordinated by one N and two O atoms from the tridentate Schiff base ligand, and by one O atom from the coordinated water molecule in a distorted square-planar geometry. Intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link complex molecules and solvent water molecules into flattened columns propagated in [100] .
Related literature
For general background to the chemistry of transition metal complexes with Schiff base ligands composed of salicylaldehyde, 2-formylpyridine or their analogues, and -amino acids, see: Casella & Guillotti (1983) ; Vigato & Tamburini (2004) ; Ganguly et al. (2008) . For related structures, see: Usman et al. (2003) ; Parekh et al. (2006); Basu Baul et al. (2007) . For details of the synthesis, see: Plesch et al. (1997) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 11 H 11 NO 4 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes:
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2008) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
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Comment
In the past decades, significant progress has been achieved in understanding the chemistry of transition metal complexes with Schiff base ligands composed of salicylaldehyde, 2-formylpyridine or their analogues, and α-amino acids (Vigato & Tamburini, 2004; Ganguly et al., 2008; Casella & Guillotti, 1983) . A few stuctural studies have been performed on Schiff base complexes derived from 2-Hydroxyacetophenone and animo acids (Usman et al., 2003; Basu Baul et al., 2007; Parekh et al., 2006) . We report here the crystal structure of the title compound (I).
The asymmetric unit of (I) contains a monomeric square-planar coordinated Cu II complex and one solvate water molecule ( The crystal structure is stabilized by O-H···O type hydrogen bonds (Table 1) , which link complex molecules and solvent water molecules into flattened columns propagated in direction [100].
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized as described in the literature (Plesch et al., 1997) . To L-serine (1.00 mmol) and potassium hydroxide (1.00 mmol) in 10 ml of methanol was added 2-Hydroxyacetophenone (1.00 mmol in 10 ml of methanol)
dropwise. The yellow solution was stirred for 2.0 h at 333 K. The resultant mixture was added dropwise to copper (II) acetate monohydrate (1.00 mmol) in an aqueous methanolic solution (20 ml, 1:1 v/v), and heated with stirring for 2.0 h at 333 K. The dark green solution was filtered and left for several days, dark green crystals had formed that were filtered off, washed with water, and dried under vacuum.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, O-H = 0.82-0.85 Å) and refined as riding, with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq of the parent atom.
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound, showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme. Symmetry codes: (i) x+1, y, z; (ii) x−1/2, −y+1/2, −z+1; (iii) x+1/2, −y+1/2, −z+1.
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